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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS-OZAUKEE COUNTY 
2019-2020 Annual Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 –4:00 pm 
 

LWVOzaukee County WEBSITE www.lwvozaukee.org 
        
Conference Call   ZOOM  
 
Present:  Allison Antoine, Donna Fowler, Pat Goeden, Nancy Haacke, Caron and Karl Hertz, 
Barbara Hunt, Barbara Johnson, Mary Fran Lepeska, Ellen MacFarlane, Jayne Miller, Louise 
Mollinger, Amy Otis-Wilborn, Marge Palleon, Vonna Pitel, Judy and James Schwengel, Deborah 
Stone, Stacy Tolomeo, Elaine Vokoun, Susan Waldo. 
 
No action items at this meeting.  However, online ballot approval by the membership of the 
following. 

• Minutes of the 2019 LWVOZ Annual Meeting 
• 2020-21 LWVOZ proposed budget 
• Election of Mary Fran Lepeska, Treasurer for 2020-2022 
• Election of Joyce Harms, Board Director, Communications Chair 2020-2022 
• Election of Barbara Johnson, Board Director, Voter Services 2020-2022 
• Election of Susan Waldo, Board Director, Membership Chair 2020-2022 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm.   
Call manager was Louise Mollinger. 
Parliamentarian was Ellen MacFarlane. 
 
Secretary’s Report:    Amy Otis-Wilborn 

• Minutes from the 2019 Annual Meeting, approved.   
• Proposed budget for 2020-2021, approved. 
• Results of the election of officers presented above.  
• Readers for the 2020 Annual Meeting Minutes will be Ellen MacFarlane and Barbara 

Johnson.  
 
President’s report:  Barbara Hunt  
 
Links to local, state, national news 
For national news – https://www.lwv.org 
For state news - https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin 
For local news - https://www.lwvozaukee.org  
 

• President thanked all members of the Ozaukee County League of Women Voters for 
participation in events and accomplishments this year including: 
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o Supporting activities to celebrate the 100th Anniversary celebration for the League of 
Women Voters and displays at all local libraries (Vonna Pitel, Nancy Haacke) 

o Planning and participating in Mapping Forum in the fall at Concordia University with Jay 
Heck and Dale Schulz 

o Increasing membership through contact and coffees with new members by the 
Membership Committee – membership count at 90 

o Maintaining and updating the Ozaukee League Website (Barbara Johnson)  
o Preparing the Annual report, assembled and distributed by Donna Fowler. 
o Creating voting education communications and materials by the Voter Services 

Committee (Louise Mollinger) 
o Communicating with the public regarding important information through letters to the 

editor in Ozaukee County papers 
o Stepping up of individuals to serve as officers on the Board. 
o Participating in two social membership get-togethers 

 
Next year, our local chapter will focus on continuing the work of committees, enhancing engagement 
and participation of all members, and making strong connections with the community.  In order to 
identify members’ interests and talents, an online survey is being developed and will be sent out to all 
members in July.  We are hoping to tap into the energy, expertise, and interest of all members next 
year.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Fran Lepeska  
     

o Review of last year’s budget: 
o Total income of $6,000, expenses were $5,200. 
o Approval of Budget for 2020-2021 by membership through online mail ballot. 
o Reported no income from Election Reporting this year.  The Ozaukee League contracts 

with the Milwaukee County Board, Elections Services to report on election results the 
night of elections. This year this service was not needed.  This service should return next 
year and be a source of income for the League.   

o Reminder that membership dues are due by June 30th.  Checks may be sent to Mary 
Fran Lepeska at 334 S. Eva Street, Port Washington, 53074. 

 
Nominating Committee Report:  

New officers elected for 2020-2021 
• Election of Mary Fran Lepeska, Treasurer for 2020-2022 
• Election of Joyce Harms, Board Director, Communications Chair 2020-2022 
• Election of Barbara Johnson, Board Director, Voter Services 2020-2022 
• Election of Susan Waldo, Board Director, Membership Chair 

 
Barbara Hunt acknowledged and thanked all officers, those retiring and those who are new to 
the Board of Directors. 
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Announcements and Direction to the Board:     Barbara Hunt 
o Cedarburg 4th of July Parade has been canceled; however, it was shared that Thiensville 

will be hold its Annual July 4th parade on Saturday, June 27th. Vonna Pitel volunteered to 
find out if it would be possible for the Ozaukee League to participate in this parade. 

o Summer Planning Meeting canceled 
o First Board meeting will be Thursday, August 6th, 2020. 
o Committees are asked to meet and prepare a report to the Board by August 1 stating 

goals and plan of action for the new year. 
o Voter Services (Louise Mollinger)  
o Communications (Joyce Harms) 
o Membership (Susan Waldo) 
o Environment (Marge Palleon, Claire Vanderslice) 
o Library Committee (Mary Fran Lepeska) 

o Initiatives discussed for next year include:  
o Creating a Speakers’ Bureau 
o Increasing representation of local league members on state league committees 

(e.g., Diversity Policy, Community Alliance) 
 
Adjourn:  Meeting was adjourned at 4:30. 
 
Minutes submitted by Secretary, Amy Otis-Wilborn 
Minutes for Annual Ozaukee County League of Women Voters were reviewed and approved by 
Ellen MacFarlane and Jayne Miller. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
This has been a challenging year for the League. but it is amazing the number of 
accomplishments we have had. 
 
We started off with the Fourth of July parade in Thiensville, some members riding in a 
decorated red truck, others walking, all of us waving our flags and waving to the people 
along the parade route.  About 12 of us participated with several members dressed in 
Suffragist costumes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The July planning meeting was held for Officers to determine the direction the League 
wishes to follow as well as to plan our program and speakers. 
 
When Covid got strong, we determined that we would hold monthly ZOOM meetings, 
encouraging all members to join us.  It was a virtual year. 
 
We held our First fall Meeting in Lime Kiln Park, Grafton.  Twenty members attended.  
Discussions included the following: plans for the Centennial celebrations, attending the 
County Board Meeting to receive a Proclamation honoring the Leagues 100th Anniversary, 
presenting the book WINNING THE VOTE by Robert PJ Cooney to Ozaukee Public Libraries, 
a vote to support Wisconsin Eye for $200.00. 

L to R: Sue Waldo, Ellen MacFarlane, Nancy Haacke, Barbara Hunt 
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The Thiensville Village Park hosted our September meeting. We concentrated on the 
celebration of the Suffrage Centennial.  Several members wore costumes and Nancy Haacke 
did a historical presentation.  Attention was given to voter registration and poll workers.   
 
The October Meeting was held on ZOOM.  Virtual Candidate Forums and interviews were 
arranged and were posted on our Website.  Centennial displays were placed in Ozaukee 
County Libraries.  Attending County Board Meetings was encouraged. 
 
At the November Meeting the DEI Committee was organized and monthly Zoom Meetings 
were scheduled.  State surveys were sent out, ready to be filled out by the President.  
Donna Fowler sorted the seven boxes of old League files, and they are stored in Barbara 
Hunt’s basement.  The Fair Maps Committee met and worked toward educating voters on 
what Fair Maps really means. 
 
No Holiday Gathering was held in December due to COVID. 
 
In January at the Planning Meeting Deb Patel spoke about gerrymandering and the ongoing 
effort to develop fair legislative districts for Wisconsin.  It is strongly supported by the 
Wisconsin Farmers Union.  Supporters would like WI to use the Iowa Plan that has proved 
successful.  Plans were made for virtual Coffee and Wine Conversations to further explain 
fair maps.  Members would be invited via postcard.  A Book Discussion of the book “Biased” 
would be led by Ellen MacFarlane in February.  Plans were made for Erica Turner of Bridge 
the Divide to speak to us at the February Board Meeting about the goals and activities of 
her organization. Plans to celebrate Women’s History Month in March were discussed. 
 
At the February meeting all committees reported on their meetings and outreach activities. 
All members were encouraged to write letters to Editors about the current issues of 
redistricting, voter security and voter suppression.  An updated event calendar was 
distributed. 
 
April was filled with calls for virtual meetings by a variety of groups presenting DEI, Fair 
Maps and a Day of Action.  The Budget Committee and Nominations Committees were 
scheduled to meet.   Christy Shawan hosted the virtual discussion of the book “Our Time is 
Now” by Stacy Abrams.  A motion was made at the April meeting to assemble a committee 
to look at our communications and how to enlarge and improve was approved.  Louise 
Mollinger will chair it. 
 
The May Zoom Meeting was held on May 6, 2021. 
 
The June Social Gathering/Annual Meeting was planned for June 3.  Invitations went out in 
early May. 
 
This has been a productive year for the League.  We have 93 members.  Committees are 
functioning.  New members are actively engaged under the leadership of Susan Waldo.  
Communication is improving and the Website is providing increased information. 
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These four years as President gave me a great deal of satisfaction but we would never have 
accomplished as much without the steady support of the officers and Board members.  I 
have turned to them frequently. 
 
Thanks to everyone who made these four years fun, exhilarating and, at times, 
challenging.  A wonderful ride to experience.   
 
With love and appreciation, 
Barbara Hunt, President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

L to R: Lee Schlenvogt, chair, Ozaukee County Board, 
Barbara Hunt, Vonna Pitel, and Nancy Haacke 
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LWVOZ BUDGET Fiscal Year July 1-June 30 

Income 2019-2020 
Final Actual 

2020-21 
Proposed 

2020-2021 
Actual 

2021-2022 
Proposed 

 
Membership 
Dues@$65 

$4086.59 $5425.00 $3446.62 $5650.00 

Totals $4086.59 $5425.00  $5650.00 
     

Contributions:     
Member $232.69 $200.00 $330.00 $400.00 
Nonmember           $75.00 $100.00   

Totals $307.69 $300.00  $400.00 
     

Other Resources:     
Election Reporting  $560.00   
Women’s History Month $1882.83         $1200.00           $1200.00 
Interest $7.46 $7.00 $1.15 $1.50 
LWVWI $150.00    

Totals  $2040.29 $1767.00  $7251.50 
Grant     
Reserves    $2647.50 
Total Income $6434.57 $7492.00 $3778.13 $9899.00 

 
$17561.18 Checking Balance July 1, 2020 
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LWVOZ BUDGET Fiscal Year July 1-June 30 

    
Disbursements 2019-2020 

Final Actual 
2020-21 

Proposed 
2020-2021 

Actual 
2021-2022 
Proposed 

Operating Costs:     
Supplies          $50.00  $50.00      $50.00 
Postage $13.35         $9.00   
Bank Checks $11.43         $12.00   
PayPal Fees           $10.00       $10.00 

Totals $24.78 $81.00  $60.00 
Board / Administration:     

Board Tools  $50.00 $118.09 $100.00 
Annual Meeting  $75.00  $75.00 
Annual Report $141.60 $140.00  $150.00 
Directory $145.26           $175.00 $158.55         $175.00 
Membership  $289.02           $225.00 $169.67        $225.00 

Totals $575.08 $665.00  $725.00 
     

Delegates:     
State Annual Meeting  $400.00  $400.00 
National Conv. $50.00   $1200.00 
Issues Briefing Workshop  $100.00  $100.00 

Totals $50.00 $500.00  $1700.00 
     

Support:     
State PMP@$30 $2100.00      $2265.00 $2355.00       $2385.00 
National PMP @$32 $2240.00      $2416.00 $2512.00       $2544.00 
LWVLMR $40.00      $40.00 $40.00           $40.00 
Support LWVWI     

Totals $4380.00 $4721.00  $4969.00 
     

Communications:*     
Facebook/Web Page $609.00       $250.00 $300.00        $600.00 
Zoom/Vimeo/Canva    $370.00 
Public Relations $395.22       $500.00 $541.06         $500.00 

Totals $1004.22 $750.00  $1470.00 
     

Miscellaneous:     
           $56.31        $75.00            $75.00 

Donation   $200.00  
     
Educational Activities:     

Voter Service $209.00          $400.00         $400.00 
Speaker Fees   $300.00 $167.29 $500.00 

Totals $209.00 $700.00  $900.00 
     
Total Disbursements $6300.19 $7492.00 $6611.66 $9899.00 
    
    

*Website 2-year fee $264.00; Website license 3 year $40.98; Zoom Meetings $150.00; Vimeo $100.00; 
Canva $120.00  
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 2021-2022 
SLATE OF CANDIDATES 

League of Women Voters Ozaukee County 
 
 
OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED FOR TWO-YEAR TERM 2021-2023 
 

President Christy Schwan 
Vice President Ellen MacFarlane 
Secretary Pru Palecek 

 
BOARD MEMBERS TO BE ELECTED FOR TWO-YEAR TERM 2021-2023 
 

Allison Antoine Communication 
Katie Egan Bruhy Member-at-Large 
Vonna Pitel Public Relations 

 
APPOINTED BOARD MEMBERS FOR ONE-YEAR TERM 2021-2022 
 

Barbara Hunt Immediate Past President 
Nancy Haacke Outreach 
Marge Palleon Environment 
Connie Roethel Diversity, Equity, Inclusion Chair 

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR 2021-2022 
 

Deborah Stone Chair 
Allison Antoine  
Donna Fowler  
Stacy Tolomeo  
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all League of Women Voter activities shifted to 
virtual to follow all recommendations from federal, state, and local public health 
officials. LWVOZ purchased a Zoom subscription which has created the 
opportunity for broad participation for board and other committee meetings and 
has created the opportunity to host, record, and share other League events with a 
broader audience. LWVOZ Voter Services committee successfully hosted several 
candidate forums, interviews, and Q&A sessions for both the Fall 2020 election 
and the Spring 2021 election. These sessions were hosted via Zoom or in 
collaboration with our community partners and then posted online 
(www.lwvozaukee.org) and on our Facebook page. 
 
Promotion of LWVOZ activities continued to grow as we further utilize the tools of 
social media and our Facebook page. Since July 2020, LWOZ has published 80 
Facebook posts, some of these posts reaching an audience of over 2,000 people 
and generating thousands of collective engagements (post likes, shares, and 
clicks).  
 
The LWVOZ Facebook followers have grown to 268, up from 141 in July 2020. The 
LWVOZ has also continued to utilize an online blog to share news, most notably 
highly requested candidate forums, interviews, and Q&A sessions from the past 
two election cycles that took place in 2020 and 2021. As we look ahead to the 
2021-2022 year, we continue to explore and experiment with the tools available 
via Facebook and the blog to further promote and boost posts to share 
information with larger networks and audiences.  
 
Allison Antoine 
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DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Committee Members:  Karl Hertz, Barbara Hunt, Sue Kimmel, Ellen MacFarlane, Connie Roethel, 
Christy Schwan, Susan Waldo 
 
Following instructions for LWVUS and LWVWI, this committee was formed in the fall of 2020.  
Our first meetings consisted of familiarizing ourselves with information from the state league, 
with Modules 1-5, which can be found under League management on the LWVWI site.   
 
From there, we were to develop and adopt a policy for our league, that will be in our by-laws, 
on our website and other materials.  Ours reads:  The League of Women Voters, in compliance 
with LWVUS and LWVWI, is an organization fully committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion in 
principle and in practice.  Diversity, equity, and inclusion are central to the organization’s 
current and future success in engaging all individuals, households, communities, and policy 
makers in creating a more perfect democracy.  It is our goal to embody and engage in actions 
that will advance diversity, equity, and inclusion in all that we do as a local league. 
 
It then connects to the LWVUS site that continues: 

There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of 
gender, gender identity, ethnicity, race, native or indigenous origin, age, 
generation, sexual orientation, culture, religion, belief system, marital status, 
parental status, socioeconomic status, language, accent, ability status, mental 
health, educational level or background, geography, nationality, work style, work 
experience, job role function, thinking style, personality type, physical appearance, 
political perspective or affiliation and/or any other characteristic that can be 
identified as recognizing or illustrating diversity. 

 
We then established our goals for the year.  I will include a copy of our Action Plan.  We have 
made connections with Bridge the Divide, NAACP-OZ and are discovering DEI committees in our 
municipalities.  We have attended many webinars that are sponsored to learn more about DEI 
and intrinsic bias. 
 
We are holding Book Talks.  The first one was Biased, by Jennifer Eberhardt.  Next is Our Time is 
Now, by Stacey Abrams.  The book discussion was held on Zoom. 
 
We have also perused websites and reached out to other Leagues in the state, to discover what 
we could learn from them. 
 
I believe we have accomplished so much in this first year.  In the future, we hope to expand this 
committee, as there are so many avenues and future goals to accomplish. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Waldo  
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19TH AMENDMENT CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex. 

We often hear the phrase, history repeats itself. This is certainly true as the current pandemic 
became a major obstacle in celebrating the centennial. 

During the past year, celebrations commemorating 100 years of women voting were lessened 
or curtailed completely. It is easy to understand how the deadly Spanish flu of 1918 could have 
stopped the fight for suffrage.  Carrie Chapman Catt, president of the National Women’s 
Suffrage Association, wrote “We must be prepared for failure.” Because of the political skills of 
so many suffragists, and the strength of women’s role in the war and the pandemic, state 
referendums were successful. Not only did the flu pose a threat to women attaining the vote, 
but racial conflict threatened and divided both women and men.  

COVID-19 certainly did cause cancellations for our committee. Speaking arrangements and 
activities were postponed and dissolved. Fortunately, our goal to educate the public of the 
centennial, despite the virus, did result in successful events. Publicity in The News Graphic, The 
Ozaukee Press, and the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel publicized the importance of the 19th 
Amendment.  

The events we proudly made the public aware of were as follows: 

1. Thiensville Fourth of July Parade. 
League members, some members 
riding in the cab of the truck, 
others walking with banners 
proudly in hand commemorating 
the 19th Amendment and The 
League of Women Voters of 
Ozaukee County. Beautiful 
weather. Many dressed in white. 

2. Proclamation commemorating the 
passage of the 19th Amendment 
presented to our League by the 
Ozaukee County Board on August 
19, 2021. Many of the league 
members attended, dressed in 
white, symbolizing the women who 
fought so hard 100 years before. 

Ozaukee County Board Chair, Lee Schlenvogt and 
Vonna Pitel and other League members.  
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Refreshments were served in celebration of this event. 
3. The League of Women Voters of Ozaukee County donated the book, The Vote, The 

Triumph of the America Woman’s Suffrage Movement, written by Robert J. Conney, Jr. 
to the county’s five libraries. 

4. “Celebrating the Ringing of the Bells” for the ratification of receiving the woman’s vote 
from Congress was held on August 26th outside St. Mary’s church in Port Washington.  
All the church bells rang in the city at 2:15. Many of the women were dressed in suffrage 
attire. A short program followed by a trumpet performance of “America the Beautiful.” 

CELEBRATE THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 
FOR THE CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT 

ON WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY 
 
On August 26, 1920, Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby signed the proclamation granting 
American women the constitutional right to vote.  Because of this occasion, August 26 has 
become known as Women’s Equality Day. 
 
On August 26, across the country, bells will be rung in recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the 
signing of the proclamation.  Locally there will be a bell ringing in Port Washington.  
 
All are invited to gather and participate in this occasion to honor the women who made this day 
possible. 
 
Please wear something “white” to symbolize the suffragists and all women who worked to gain 
women the vote. 
 
Please wear a mask and practice social distancing. 

 



16 

5. Informational display (cardboard) 
received from the National Archives.  
Used at events and libraries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Publicity by Vonna Pitel in the News Graphic and The Ozaukee Press educating the 
county on this special centennial. 

 

 

 

League members on the Centennial Committee are 
Mary Fran Lepeska, Vonna Pitel, Beth Bauer, Allison 
Antoine, Marge Palleon, and Nancy Haacke. 
Hopefully, we can reschedule some of the cancelled 
events in the future. 

 

Submitted by Nancy Haacke 

 
 
  Nancy Haacke at “Celebrating the Ringing of 

the Bells” 



17 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 2020-2021 
 
The Membership Committee is proud to report a total of 91 members of the LWV-Ozaukee 
County for the period of 2020 till present in April 2021. 
 
Members that were new in 2020, before I became Membership Chair are: Katie Baud, Eva 
Borys, Maureen Gibson, Sandra Jacques, Emily Klemm-Jacoby, Teresa Kennedy, Margot “Sue” 
Kimmel, Pru Palecek, Mary Sargent and Christy Schwan. 
 
New members in 2020-2021 are: Connie Roethel, Cynthia Boock, Abby Janowiec, Judi Larkin, 
Judy Mitchell, Susan and Craig Supanich, and Maureen Wiskirchen. 
 
Because of COVID, we were only able to hold one in-person coffee meet and greet.  It was held 
on September 22, 2020, at Cedar Creek Park in Cedarburg. Five new members attended, with 
five Board Members there to talk about the League and to answer questions.  It was a good 
time to discover new members interests and why they joined the League.  After that meeting, 
three new members, and one other new member became active in League committees.  And 
since then, two more new members joined committees. 
 
Again, because of the pandemic and our inability to gather safely except by Zoom, I sent emails 
to all the new members advising them of meetings and activities.  Unfortunately, I did not 
receive much response.  However, I think it is a good practice to let them know that we highly 
appreciate them as members. 
 
I highly recommend that, in the future, we include with new member packets, a revised 
Member Interest Survey.  We also are discussing having a New Member Orientation/Member 
Reorientation meeting at least once annually.   
 
Besides our focus of increasing our membership, it is imperative that we focus on retention of 
current members.  Increasing communications and events will be a priority.  My concern is 
member retention going forward, because of our lack of activities in which members could 
participate. I suggest the League plan activities through the summer when it may be safe to 
gather. 
 
There were no events for Membership to be involved with, such as our Women’s History 
Month event.  Going forward, Membership will work with the committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Waldo 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT- LWV-OZAUKEE COUNTY 
 
The big event in 2020 was the celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the League of Women 
Voters and women’s right to vote with the passage of the 19th Amendment. I enjoyed learning 
so much about this era of history around the turn of the 20th Century and of the struggles of 
suffragists. I worked with the Centennial Committee to develop displays at the various libraries 
in the county. Dressing as a suffragist made me feel a part of the era, and I appreciated the 
flexibility women have today dressing rather than wearing long dresses and hats. Of course, our 
plans changed with the onset of the COVID Virus, but we still had a community event at a 
church in Port Washington organized by Nancy Haacke to celebrate the day of the final passage 
on August 26, 1920.  
 
 
As part of the centennial celebration, I worked with the committee on the following activities: 

• Created two advertisements and worked with John Voight, Rivoli Director, and a 
technician to have the advertisements at the beginning shows. These advertisements 
promoted the League and the 19th Amendment.  

• Communicated with the Mequon-Thiensville Chamber to have the League as a unit in 
their Saturday 4th of July Parade event. 

• Wrote to the National Alliance of Women for two attractive cardboard displays that 
were used at the Cedarburg Public Library and the Mequon Public Library, which 
educated patrons about the suffrage movement and passage of the 19th Amendment. 

• Worked with Centennial Committee members to create displays of photos, books, and 
other information on the amendment and LWV at the Grafton Library, Port Washington 
Public Library, Cedarburg Public Library and the Mequon Public Library. 

• Wore my suffragist outfit and provided ice cream for a League Board Meeting. 
• Facilitated the donation of books to the children’s libraries in each Ozaukee County 

public libraries about the suffragists and the amendment. The book Winning: The 
Triumph of the American Woman Suffrage Movement was ordered by Mary Fran and I 
delivered a copy to Cedarburg Public Library, and copies were given to other Ozaukee 
public libraries. A photo was taken of the library director, Barb Hunt and me at 
Cedarburg.  

• A photo of Nancy and me was included in the News Graphic, and a photo of League 
members at the Ozaukee Court House with the head of the county board appeared in 
the Ozaukee Press. 

• I prepared a half hour presentation for Delta Kappa Gamma International Society 
(education group) in October of 2020, presenting a PowerPoint and photo display 
boards of many of the suffragists and cartoons for and against passage of the 
amendment. 
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Other activities included: 
 

• Copying 8 x10 photos from different resources which will be placed in the League 
Archives. Photos were also taken at several events with my cell phone and sent to the 
board and for the blog. 

• Coordinated purchase of the CD One Vote for all high schools and Cedarburg Public 
Library and Grafton Public Library. 

• Wrote an article entitled, “Ozaukee County League of Women Voters Stay Active during 
Pandemic” for the News Graphic. 

• Nominated the Cedarburg City Clerk, Tracie Sette, for recognition of the 52nd Annual 
Municipal Clerks Week sponsored by Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition. 

 
It was a busy 2020 despite the pandemic, but we still made many accomplishments as we 
celebrated the 100th Anniversary of the League and the passage of the 19th Amendment. I had a 
lot of fun and enjoyed working with the Centennial Committee. I hope next year more 
members can be recruited for a public relations committee. 
 
Vonna Pitel 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS-LAKE MICHIGAN REGION 
(LWVLMR) 

 
This year all LWVLMR meeting as well as many other environmental meetings were held 
virtually. Thus, I was able to attend several! 
 
The LWVLMR’s annual conference on November 14 and 15, 2020 went virtual.  At the 
conference, “Lake Michigan: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly,” Kieran Fahey spoke from the 
Smart Sewer System in South Bend about the City’s Combined Sewer Overflows system and 
how they implemented AI to increase stormwater capacity. 
 
The following day, Dr. Indra Frank, Environmental Health and Water Policy Director from the 
Hoosier Environmental Council, discussed Coal Ash.  There are coal-burning plants all along the 
perimeter of Lake Michigan and every one of our four states has plants that are closing.  Dr. 
Frank detailed the challenges that these plants present and noted the best way to meet these 
challenges safely. 
 
A special thanks and congratulations to past president and board member Henrietta Saunders.  
She was presented the 2020 Palleon Advocacy Award at this annual meeting.  This conference 
can be viewed on LWVLMR.org. 
 
Other zoom topic of interest to Lake Michigan’s survival included LWV Milwaukee County NR 
meeting entitled “Keeping Milwaukee Safe: COVID-19 and Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewage 
Districts (MMSD) Infrastructure Needs.”  Speaker Professor Sandra McLellan, School of 
Freshwater Sciences, Great Lakes Research Facility, UW-M, presented exciting research on 
extracting COVID 19 RNA in wastewater and tracking the findings with clinical cases in the 
community. 
 
The second speaker, Kevin Schaefer, Exe, Director of MMSD gave the brief history of 
Milwaukee’s wastewater origin in 1919 to 2002 when he took over MMSD and started the 
“gray/green infrastructure.”  He managed wastewater and controlled flooding, servicing 11 
communities inside and 10 outside Milwaukee County.  This was done with the “deep tunnel”-
reclaiming wastewater and removal of many concrete barriers on Milwaukee’s rivers for natural 
water drainage.  MMSD continues energy conservation with a landfill gas and digester gas 
projects, solar energy installation at MMSD promoting green infrastructures, green roofs, 
removal of asphalt, rain barrels and urban gardening. 
 
In March 2021, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WIDNR) received a straddling 
community diversion application and supporting documents from the Village of Somers, 
requesting diversion of up to 1.2 million gallons of water per day.  Review of the application by 
WIDNR will include a public hearing, a public comment period and a determination by the 
WIDNR whether the application meets the Great Lake Compact requirements on diversions for 
a straddling community. 
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The next LWVLMR annual meeting will be held October 15/16, 2021 at the Spring House Inn 
and Spa in Porter, IN.  Information can be found on LWVLMR.org website: blog, Splash, 
speakers, etc. 
 
I have enjoyed my tenure as the Wisconsin Representative to LWVLMR, but I have resigned by 
position. 
 
Submitted by Marge Palleon 

 
 

BOOK CLUB REPORT 
 
OUR TIME IS NOW 
 
On April 20, 2021, seventeen members gathered via zoom for an invigorating and timely 
discussion of Stacey Abram’s book, Our Time Is Now. Christy Schwan was the moderator. 
 
Stacey’s book outlined historical and current struggles in Georgia against laws meant to 
disenfranchise voters. The state of Georgia was in the news as their state legislature continued 
to pass more voting restriction laws. In Wisconsin, 
state legislators had proposed a variety of laws that 
echoed some of those Georgia laws. 
 
 
BAISED 
 
February brought a discussion of the book Biased by 
Jennifer L. Eberhard. The discussion centered around 
the implicit bias that has been programmed into our 
lives through vocabulary and images, uncovering the 
hidden prejudice that shapes what we see, think, and 
do.  
 
Ellen MacFarlane was the moderator. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
  

This attractive invitation to the book club 
discussions was sent to all members. 
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LWV OZ ANNUAL REPORT – VOTER SERVICES 
 
March 2020 

• Statewide Referendum on Marsy’s Law.  Email to all members, summarizing 
background information and pros/cons of voting on this referendum (on April 7th ballot). 

 
June 2020 

• Voting in Wisconsin: Update on Court Decision.  Email to all members, with attached 
news article from WI Public Radio, on court decisions regarding the timing of early 
voting and the change in the residency requirement for voter registration. 

• Promoting Voter Readiness during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Email to all members, with 
3 attachments (I. Voting Basics.  II. Voter Registration.  III. Voting).  Knowing we could 
not do in-person voter registration because of the pandemic, Voter Services created 3 
voting information documents and encouraged all members to vote absentee and then 
assist other voters with registration and preparation for safe voting. 

 
July 2020 

• Safe Voting 2020: Be Informed. Vote Absentee. Vote Early.  Email to all members, with 
links to candidate information prior to August 11th Partisan Primary. 

 
August 2020 

• National Voter Registration Day preparation.  Barbara Johnson, Donna Fowler, and 
Louise Mollinger provided voter registration and voting information to Port Washington 
and Mequon libraries for their National Voter Registration displays. 

 
September 2020 

• Your Plan to Vote Absentee. Voting information email to all members, in preparation 
for November 3 General Election.  Content by Barbara Johnson. 

• It’s Time to Make Your Plan to Vote: Key Dates to Remember.  Email to all members in 
preparation for November 3rd Election.  Content by Donna Fowler and Barbara Johnson. 

• National Voter Registration Day.  Port Washington & Mequon libraries had displays for 
NVR. 

 
October 2020 

• LWV Candidate Forum Policy / Guidelines. Updated documents received from LWVWI. 
• Candidate Interviews & Be Informed.  Email with complete “Be Informed” information 

to all members prior to November 2020 General Election. 
o Reached out to all candidates for State Senate, State Assembly, and US Congress 

with constituents in Ozaukee County.  Republican (incumbent) State candidates 
declined to participate in our proposed virtual forum, therefore we solicited 
questions from our members and offered 1:1 zoom interviews with all candidates.  
Republican (incumbent) candidates did not reply.  Posted links to all 1:1 interviews 
as available, along with links to all candidate campaign websites, and candidate 
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interviews on Wisconsin Eye as available. 1:1 candidate zoom interviews with LWV 
OZ questions moderated by Mary Fran Lepeska.  Zoom technology managed by 
Allison Antoine. 
o Letter to Editor.  In Ozaukee Press and News Graphic in support of nonpartisan 

redistricting.  Submitted by Louise Mollinger. 
o Nonpartisan Redistricting Committee.  This committee began a series of zoom 

meetings to brainstorm on possible actions to promote awareness of 
nonpartisan redistricting.  Committee included: Louise Mollinger, Barbara 
Johnson, Donna Fowler, Barbara Hunt, Sue Kimmel, Pat Goeden, Joyce Harms, 
Mary Fran Lepeska, Diane Vepraskas, Christy Schwan, Katie Egan-Bruhy, Pru 
Palecek, Judi Larkin. 

 
November 2020 

• LWVUS 2020 Semi-Annual Survey.  Voter Services Team completed relevant sections. 
• LWVOZ website: focus on redistricting.  Barbara Johnson and Louise Mollinger 

 
January 2021 

• Spring Nonpartisan Primary: Be Informed.  Email to all members before the February 
16 Spring Primary, with basic voter information. 

• Fact Checking Election Fraud Rumors.  Highlights of information on Wisconsin Election 
Commission website regarding rumors after the November 2020 General Election. 

• Fair Maps 2021 with Coffee & Cocktails.  Kick-off event for the 2021 Fair Maps 
Campaign.  Postcard invitations to the events were mailed to all members.  Thanks to 
Christy Schwan’s daughter, Amy, for designing the lively event invitations. Four 45-
minute gatherings, January 11-14th, provided an opportunity to present a brief Power 
Point presentation on nonpartisan redistricting and encourage participants to commit to 
taking action. Thirty-nine participants (Ozaukee League members and their guests) 
joined organizers Christy Schwan, Diane Vepraskas, and Louise Mollinger on Zoom for a 
fun mix of socialization and education.  Thanks also to other Fair Maps Committee 
members Katie Egan-Bruhy, Donna Fowler, Pat Goeden, Joyce Harms, Barbara Hunt, 
Barb Johnson, Sue Kimmel, and Mary Fran Lepeska for generating ideas and enthusiasm 
for this 2021 effort. 

 
March 2021 

• Newsletter: Voting Legislation / Election Integrity. Email to all members. Content by 
Barbara Johnson. Design/formatting by Judi Larkin. 

• Newsletter: What’s Going on With Fair Maps? Email to all members. Content by Louise 
Mollinger. Design/ formatting by Judi Larkin. 

• Candidate Forums / Interviews.  Email to all members before the April 6th election, with 
complete information on March Candidate Forums sponsored by LWV-Ozaukee County. 

o Cedarburg School Board Candidate Interviews – organized by Barbara Johnson. 
Participants: Mary Jo Canham, Sam Cox 
When: March 8, 2021 



24 

Where:  Cedarburg Public Library; Interviews recorded by Jeff Messerman of 
Cedarburg Public Radio 
League Moderator:  Ellen MacFarlane 
Timekeeper: Maureen Gibson 
Question collators: Donna Fowler, Beverly Balgenorth, Barbara Johnson 
Interviews recorded by Jeff Messerman of the Cedarburg Library Station and 
made available on their website and YouTube channel as well as LWVOZ 
Facebook and website blog. 

 
 
 
 

o Grafton School Board Candidate Interviews – organized by Barbara Johnson. 
Participants: Jerry Rossi, Mary Widmann, Shawn Taylor 
When: March 16, 2021 
Where: Zoom; Recorded by Allison Antoine 
League Moderator:  Mary Fran Lepeska 
Timekeeper: Allison Antoine 
Question collators: Donna Fowler, Barbara Johnson, Beverly Balgenorth 
Recorded interviews made available on LWVOZ Facebook and website blog. 
 

o City of Port Washington Mayor Candidate Forum:  March 10 
Organized by Amy Otis-Wilborn. 
Moderator: Ellen MacFarlane. 
Timer: Mary Fran Lepeska. 
Question collators: Amy Otis-Wilborn, Katie Miles (Niederkorn Library), Louise 
Mollinger 

L to R candidate Mary Jo Canham, moderator Ellen MacFarlane, timekeeper Maureen 
Gibson, technical support Jeff Messerman Cedarburg Library Station. 



25 

Virtual forum with both candidates masked and socially distanced in the Port 
Washington City Hall.  No real time audience.  Co-Sponsored with WJ 
Niederkorn Library.  Candidates: Dan Benning; Ted Neitzke.  Watch 
videorecording at:  LWV OZ website Blog. 
 

o Port Washington-Saukville School Board Candidate Forum: March 23 
(2 positions) 

Organized by Louise Mollinger. 
Moderator: Christy Schwan. 
Timer: Diane Vepraskas. 
Question collators: Louise Mollinger, Amy-Otis Wilborn, Katie Miles (Niederkorn 
Library) 
Virtual forum for all candidates: Robert Brooks, Brenda Fritsch (I), Danielle 
Mayer, Aaron Paulin (I). Co-Sponsored with WJ Niederkorn Library. The video 
recording at LWV OZ website Blog. 

 
April 2021 

• Louise Mollinger received Fair Maps yard signs from the Fair Maps Coalition to 
distribute to League members and others. 

 
May 2021 

• A letter to the editor appeared in the News Graphic and Ozaukee Press thanking all the 
municipal clerks for their work in the November election; they were submitted by Louise 
Mollinger. 

• Barbara Hunt and Barbara Johnson wrote thank you notes to the 16 municipal clerks in 
Ozaukee County for their work in the November election. 

 
Report submitted by Louise Mollinger, Barb Johnson 
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League of Women Voters of Ozaukee County 
Past Presidents 

 
 
 

1957-58 Betty MacKenzie  1999-01 Kit Keller 
1958-59 Ardis Ochsner  2001-03 Kit Keller 
1959-61 Martha Watts  2003-05 Norma Klimpke 
1961-63 Evelyn Putnam  2005-06  Kit Keller/Vonna Pitel 
1963-65 Kate Burr  2006-08 Vonna Pitel 
1965-67 Jane Orth   2008-10 Claire Vanderslice/Carol Hertz  
1967-69 Polly Frank  2009-11 Claire Vanderslice 
1969-71 Alice Altemeier  2011-13 Claire Vanderslice 
1971-73 Kit Halloran  2013-2015 Donna Fowler 
1973-75 Harriet Arnold  2015-2017 Donna Fowler 
1975-77 Marian Williams  2017-2019 Barbara Hunt 
1977-79 Mary DeLauche  2019-2021 Barbara Hunt 
1979-81 Pat Curtis    
1981-83 Harmony Weissbach    
1983-85 Mary Lee Benson    
1985-87 Gina Taucher    
1987-89 Sue Barrett    
1989-91 Beverly Donald    
1991-93 Cathleen Wagner    
1993-95 Dorothy Nowicki    
1995-96 Phyllis Apple    
1996-97 Board of the Whole    
1997-98 Co-Presidents:  

Phyllis Apple and 
Dorothy Nowicki 

   

1998-99 Steering Committee: 
Kathy Newman, Chair; 
Marjorie Palleon, 
Judy Schwengel, 
Dorothy Nowicki 

   

 
 


